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Logging In: mt.portal.airast.org
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New SBAC Training

 Available on the MT Portal:

mt.portal.airast.org

 Mandatory

 Approximately 30 minutes

 Brief content quiz

 Certification upon completion
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Interim Comprehensive Assessment (ICA)
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• Built on the same blueprints and protocols as the Summative

• Same content and length 

• Same scoring and scaling 

• Electronic and hand scoring

• Untimed



The current secure 

browser for Montana is 

v9.0

To update your secure 

browser, please go to the 

MT Portal: 

mt.portal.airast.org

Click on the link for 

installation instructions

Browser Check!
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• Available to all educators with a role in TIDE

• No limit to the number of times that the Interim assessments may be viewed

• Login as you do for other TIDE applications

Assessment Viewing Application
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• Helps educators evaluate the alignment of the assessments with local 

curriculum

• Establishes how much time to schedule for administering each interim 

assessment

• Allows educators to evaluate the accessibility supports to optimize 

their students testing experiences

Benefits of Using the AVA
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• Allows educators to view the content and the testing environment of 

ICA or IAB’s

• Helps educators to see how to use the results: to inform instruction or 

as an additional measure of student progress

• Helps educators understand the response requirements expected from 

students

• Informs the educators’ decisions about how to integrate skills, depth of 

knowledge, and analysis

Other Benefits of Using the AVA

9



• Make sure you are using a supported browser (does not have to be the 

secure browser that students must use)

• Clear browser history and cache

• Disable pop-up blockers

• Have your correct TIDE logon

Tips for Using the AVA
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Select a Grade
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See All Tests for the Grade and Select a Test
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Choose Test Form
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After Answering All Questions
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Selecting the Interims
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Drill Down: Subject
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Pop Up
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Drill Down: Section
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Drill Down: Grade
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Drill Down: Grade
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Make Your Selections
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Check marks 

indicate all tests 

for all grades.



Session ID Created
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The Student Can Now Begin the Test

 Each student will login and submit the ICA or 

IBA once completed

 Each student will login AGAIN and submit the 

Performance Task as well
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Hand Scoring
 Hand scoring for the interim assessments will be carried out by 

professional staff at the school level. This provides an opportunity for 

teachers and others to: 

- See the response of their students and use that information in a formative 

way when designing learning opportunities at the school and classroom 

level

- Develop a deeper understanding of the expectations of the standards and 

the rubrics that Smarter Balanced is using to measure progress towards 

attaining those standards
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Hand Scoring Items: ICA
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Teacher Hand Scoring System (THSS)
 Allows Scorers to hand score Smarter Balanced Interim Assessment items

 Is a secure system. Scorers use their TIDE usernames and passwords to 

access the system through the MT portal.

 Scorers can review responses to each item and enter scores.

 Items for scoring are assigned by default to the Test Administrator (TA) for 

that student’s session. 

 The TA and Test Coordinator can reassign items to other Scorers in the 

TIDE system.
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Components of the THSS
The system includes the following:

 Scoring rubrics

 Exemplar responses

 Training Guides

 The prompt and/or stimuli for each item

 The student’s response
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• Scorer

 Can score items

 View and reassign items assigned to them

• Score Manager

 Score items 

 View and reassign any items

Teacher Hand Scoring Roles

3
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Home Page
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Response List Table

Column Description

Name Name of the student.

Item Name of the hand-scored item.

Session ID of the session in which the student completed the test containing this response.

Status

“Not Scored” indicates the response still needs to be scored.

“Tentatively Scored” indicates the response was scored but still needs to be marked as 

complete.

Assigned 

To*
The Scorer to whom the response is currently assigned.

Score
Click the button in this column to enter a score for the response .If you are a Score 

Manager, you can only enter scores for responses that are assigned to you.



Filtering and Sorting
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Scoring Responses
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Exemplars
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Training Guide
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Scoring Responses cont.
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Condition Codes
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Condition Code Examples
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Completing Item Responses
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Reassigning Responses
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Once all Items Have Been Scored
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Scoring Complete!

Results can be expected within 2 

business days
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Hand Scoring Training
 Set aside time for local hand scoring training 

 Time needed for local training and scoring vary by item type

 Brief writes and math items receive only 1 score

 Depends on grade level, educators’ training, amount of text

 Training is 2 pronged:

 Educators learn to score and calibrate with other educators who are 

scoring

 Time to become familiar with and learn the online Hand Scoring System
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Benefits of Hand Scoring Items

 Educators can view their students’ responses

 Opportunities are provided to gather information to be used 

formatively

 Identify instructional needs

 Adjust instruction and student learning 

 Familiarizes educators with how constructed performance task 

responses are scored on the summative assessments
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Troubleshooting:
Montana Help Desk

Telephone: Toll-free 1-888-792-2741

Email: montanahelpdesk@measuredprogress.org

Portal: http://mt.portal.airast.org/

mailto:montanahelpdesk@measuredprogress.org
http://mt.portal.airast.org/


MontCAS Contacts
Jessica Eilertson, Assessment Director
406-444-3656, jeilertson@mt.gov

Marcy Fortner, Administrative Assistant
406-444-3511 mfortner@mt.gov

Yvonne Field, Assessment Specialist, ELP and MSAA 
406-444-0748 yfield@mt.gov

Pam Birkeland, Special Projects
406-560-2060  pbirkeland@mt.gov

Paula Schultz, Smarter Accommodations
pschultz2@mt.gov

53

mailto:jeilertson@mt.gov
mailto:mfortner@mt.gov
mailto:yfield@mt.gov
mailto:pbirkeland@mt.gov
mailto:pschultz2@mt.gov

